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Asian Pacific Islander Legislative Caucus
Recognizes Asian Pacific Islander Heritage M onth

Sacramento — The California State Assembly celebrated Magsian Pacific Islander American (APIA) Heritage
Month today with the passing of Assembly ConcuriResolution (ACR) 36, authored by Assemblymembes Da
Williams (D — Santa Barbara). ACR 36 commendsf@atlia’s Asian & Pacific Islander Americans for the
notable accomplishments and outstanding servitieetgtate. Awards were presented to distinguigtitids

during a special floor ceremony dedicated to hangpleaders who have demonstrated excellence iartdes of
business, civil rights, labor, law, new media, aablic service. In addition, the Legislature hawNisei veterans
for their historical impact.

“APIA Heritage month serves as a time to honor kigsory and to acknowledge how APIAs continuedotobute
to all segments of our society,” stated Assemblylmenbas Williams in his floor presentation, “Thi®nth’s
commemoration of APIA Heritage Month serves asnaimder of the rich culture and diversity that makas great
State.”

APIAs grew from 4.3 million in 2000 to 5.5 millian 2010, representing 33.6% growth in the last deca
Currently, APIAs constitute 15.5% of the state’pplation. The first APIAs came to California ireth800s as
independent miners and laborers. While the Irisreweorking on the Union Pacific track of the stoate
Transcontinental Railroad, Chinese immigrants visared to construct the Central Pacific track on\tihest Coast.

The impact of APIAs in the state continues to biedewt through the accomplishments of the honorsesgedl as the
presence of increasing APIA elected officials mtastand local government. The 2011 Asian Padfander
Heritage Award Recipients include:

Christine K. Young - Excellence in Business

Nitasha Sawhney — Excellence in Civil Rights

Josie Camacho — Excellence in Labor

Judge Lucy Koh — Excellence in Law

Phil Yu — Excellence in New Media

Efren Gorre — Excellence in Public Service

Albert and Anna Wang - Excellence in Public Service
Nisei Veterans — Historical Impact Recognition

“From the Nisei veterans who bravely fought in VddWar Il to the Filipino farmworkers who helpedadsish the
United Farm Workers, APIAs have made incredibletigbations to this state and our nation,” commented
Assemblymember Warren T. Furutani (D-South LA CguritCelebrating APIA Heritage Month also means
investing in our future by fostering the next gextien of APIA leaders who will continue to contrtbuo the
success of California.”

The API Legidlative Caucus was established in 2001 with the mission of representing and advocating for the
interests of the diverse Asian and Pacific Islander communities throughout California. Additionally, the Caucus
seeks to increase Asian Pacific Islander participation and representation in all levels of government.
Assemblymember Warren T. Furutani and Assemblymember Mary Hayashi serve as chair and vice-chair,
respectively, of the caucus.
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